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MEETING WITH MUSLIM COMMUNITY LEADERS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.08 pm]:  Last night I 
had the great pleasure of hosting a reception for a number of Western Australia’s senior Muslim community 
leaders to celebrate the end of the holy month of Ramadan, called Eid ul-Fitr.  Guests included senior imams, 
academics, Muslim community leaders, students and women’s representatives.  We were joined at the function 
by the Premier and the member for Yokine.  
Islam has a long history in Australia.  Some of the earliest visitors to pre-colonial Australia were Muslims from 
the Indonesian archipelago who came to fish for trepang.  Afghan camel drivers worked successfully 
transporting goods in our remote regions throughout the nineteenth century and were employed in the Burke and 
Wills expedition in 1860.  Indeed, that great Australian icon, the kelpie, was brought to Australia by those camel 
drivers, and the name “kelpie” comes from the Arabic word meaning “my dog”.   
One of the oldest places of worship of any faith in Australia, and certainly Western Australia, is the Perth 
Mosque in William Street.  It was built in 1905 and celebrated its centenary last year. 

Western Australia is one of the most culturally diverse states in Australia, in which people from more than 200 
cultural, linguistic and religious backgrounds now live together.  In a multicultural society, the key to success is 
understanding, mutual respect and cooperation between and within communities.  I believe that the motto for all 
Australians, particularly Western Australians, should be a society that is “fair, fair dinkum and free”.  Among 
other things, this means equal opportunity, respect for diversity, personal liberty and freedom from 
discrimination or coercion.  We are all members of the human race - regardless of our different cultural heritage.  
This point is also understood in the Koran’s entreaty to us all -  

O mankind!  We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and 
tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise each other). 

In any society there are ignorant and fearful people who will resort to insults and even violence against others.  
In Western Australia there have been incidents when Muslim, Jewish, Chinese and Sikh communities have been 
subjected to cowardly actions and attacks.  The Carpenter government does not tolerate such acts and will take 
swift action to seek justice.  I am pleased with the response from Muslim Western Australians who have endured 
these difficult times with patience and have called for peace and understanding, and who have rejected retaliation 
or revenge.  The community leaders at last night’s function also had the opportunity - most for the first time - to 
observe the parliamentary debate, and were impressed with their elected representatives’ engagement in 
community issues.  I wish all members a happy Eid and say “Assalamo Alaikum”. 
 


